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Enrollment hits record high for 28th straight year
Grand Valley officials announced another record enrollment for fall 2010.
Total enrollment stands at 24,541. This marks the 28th year in a row in
which Grand Valley enrolled more students than the year before. Last
year’s enrollment was 24,408.
Grand Valley’s fall 2010 freshman class has an average GPA of 3.51 and an
average ACT score of 24, which keeps Grand Valley’s freshman class in
the upper quartile of Michigan’s public universities.
“We continue to attract high-quality students from a wide variety of places,” said Vice Provost Lynn Blue. “We are seeing increases in Michigan
students from outside the immediate eight-county area. We’re seeing a
larger percentage of students from minority groups, out-of-state students
and international students as well, which makes for a rich campus environment.”
The fall semester also marks the beginning of the 50th anniversary of
Grand Valley. “This is an exciting time on campus and we are pleased to
welcome students back for our golden anniversary,” President Thomas J.
Haas said. “The steady growth in enrollment is testimony to the quality
academic programs that are relevant to today’s students and benefiting
the entire state of Michigan.”
Haas added that a key measure of student success is freshman to sophomore retention. Grand Valley’s rate of 86 percent is third highest among
the state’s 15 public universities.

Pictured is Richard Geisel, associate professor of education, teaching a graduate
class. Total enrollment for the fall semester has surpassed 24,500.

Earlier this month, the university announced that it was tripling the
number of students eligible for the Grand Finish award of $1,000 ($500
to transfer students), given to students who complete 90 hours of study
within three years of their enrollment.

Across Campus
Grand Valley, MSU
announce health care
partnerships

Education Partners. It emerged in response
to reports by the Institute of Medicine on the
importance and challenges of providing safe,
quality health care to patients.

Grand Valley President Thomas J. Haas and
Michigan State University President Lou Anna
K. Simon announced two new initiatives that
will support clinical research and patient safety.

“The partners are developing an interprofessional patient safety program to educate our
health care students and providers in safety
behaviors to improve patient care,” said Jean
Nagelkerk, vice provost for health.

The two universities have agreed in concept
to offer a joint graduate certificate in clinical
research trials management. Simon discussed
the developments in a speech to the Economic
Club of Grand Rapids on September 13.

Volunteers participate in
Day of Caring

“This online certificate program is an example
of a partnership that provides the infrastructure to support clinical drug research trials in
the region,” Simon said.

About 50 students, faculty and staff members
took part in Day of Caring through the Heart of
West Michigan United Way. On September 10,
volunteers worked at 10 different sites in and
around Grand Rapids.

The second initiative announced is an additional collaborative relationship between
Grand Valley, the College of Human Medicine,
Spectrum Health and Grand Rapids Medical

“We had everyone from first-year students to
senior management giving hours of their time
to help others,” said Ashley Nickels, assistant
director of the Women’s Center and coordina-

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Day of Caring volunteers, left to right, Valerie Jones
and Jeanne Arnold sort school supplies that will go to
Grand Rapids Public Schools students.

tor of Day of Caring. “We tripled the number
of volunteers who participated this year, compared to last year.”
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

Open enrollment begins in October

Nickels said nearly 150 hours of service was recorded. Sites included the
Baxter Community Center, Camp Blodgett, Child and Family Resource
Council, D.A. Blodgett, Well House, Girl Scouts and Heart of West
Michigan United Way.

The open enrollment period for annual benefits will run from October
26-November 10. Dave Smith, director of benefits and wellness, said
because of the changes involved in Grand Valley’s medical plans, it’s
important for faculty and staff members to learn about the new options.

Grand Valley’s United Way campaign runs September 29-October 13.

Detailed information is available online at www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness
(click on the Open Enrollment button). The website includes comparison
charts, FAQs and dates when informational sessions are planned.

Stabenow reflects on tenure in Senate
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.)
told an audience that the number of
women in the Senate might be small
but they are powerful in voice and
actions.
Stabenow was the first speaker in the
“Women and Politics” series sponsored by the Women’s Center. She
spoke September 9 in the Cook-DeVos
Center for Health Sciences.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow discusses
her career during a presentation in
the Cook-DeVos Center for Health
Sciences.

Smith said every benefit-eligible faculty and staff member is required to
complete the online enrollment process. New medical plan designs will
become effective on January 1.

Louie’s got one. Do you?

“There may be only 17 women in the
Senate, but if there is something that I
have learned over the years is that we
work well across the aisle and when
we work together across the aisle we
make change happen,” she said.

She reminded people in the audience
that this year marks the 90th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, granting
women the right the vote. “Don’t take for granted the struggle that came
before you, please exercise your right to vote,” Stabenow said.
Other campus departments supporting the series are Political Science,
Women and Gender Studies, Office of Multicultural Affairs, Sustainable
Community Development Initiative and University Relations. The White
House Project, a nonprofit organization, is also a co-sponsor.
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Copies of ‘Grand Valley Celebrates 50 Years of Shaping Lives’ are
available at both University Bookstore locations and online at www.gvsu.
edu/ubs. The cost is $19.95; save on shipping by picking up books at the
bookstores.

GVFaces
Charlie Lowe
Assistant Professor of Writing

Writing Spaces: Readings on Writing is a
collection of Creative Commons licensed essays
written by writing teachers for use in first-year
writing classrooms.

downloaded at
www.writingspaces.
org. Passionate that
the open textbook
will catch on at
Grand Valley, Lowe
said students might
enjoy reading this
textbook due to the
“different voices”
involved, rather
than a singleauthor textbook.

Lowe said the process for writing this textbook
was similar to an academic journal, as article
submissions were peer reviewed and revised,
making it a collaborative project. “This is a
fairly unique publishing model that could easily
be adapted for other concentrations,” Lowe said.

Although the
textbook is aimed at teachers of first-year
writing, the book might also be of interest
to faculty members in other disciplines
who are interested in supporting stronger
writing by students in their majors, he said.

Lowe said that Volume 1 has been released
online; it is available in print for a minimal fee.
He added that another volume will be released
by December and a third volume is also being
proposed. The published volumes can be

Lowe teaches first-year composition,
professional writing, and website design. When
not in the classroom, he enjoys listening to
music, reading and working on
computers and other technologies.

Charlie Lowe is doing his part to keep the cost
of textbooks down for students. The assistant
professor of writing is the co-editor of a new
writing textbook published online and free
to users.

Charlie Lowe
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What’s Ahead
Bicentennial of Mexican
Revolution celebrated
A series of events begins this week to celebrate
the bicentennial of the Mexican Revolution.
Zulema Moret, director of Latin American
Studies, spearheaded the celebration, which
has more than a dozen events planned
on-campus and in the community.

on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
The grandson of renowned designers Charles
and Ray Eames, Demetrios is an award-winning
filmmaker, author, artist and three-dimensional
storyteller. He will weave together the myriad
threads of his fascinating life journey and
diverse interests during the 11th Annual DeVos
Art Lecture.

The celebration, “100 years — Mexican
Revolution: History, Culture and Traditions,”
runs September 22-October 7. For a
complete listing, visit www.gvsu.edu/las.

A reception for Demetrios and the ArtPrize
artists participating at the Grand Valley
Exhibition Center will follow in the HaggerLubbers Exhibition Hall. The event is
free and open to the public. For more
information, call the Art Gallery at x12563.

Her Story series
begins Wednesday

Brownbag sessions
study forgiveness

The Women’s Center opens its “Her Story”
series on Wednesday, September 22, with a
presentation by Kate Stoetzner, director of
international student and scholar services
for the Padnos International Center.

A brownbag lunch workshop offered by Health
and Wellness will help participants learn how
forgiveness leads to a healthier lifestyle.

Stoetzner’s talk will begin at noon in the
Kirkhof Center, room 2263. Participants are
encouraged to bring their lunches. The series
is co-sponsored by the Women’s Commission.
For more information, call the Women’s
Center at x12748.

Women’s Commission
hosts fall welcome
Grand Valley’s Women’s Commission will
host its annual Fall Welcome Reception on
Thursday, September 23, from noon-1:30 p.m.
in the Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room.
The keynote speaker will be Muthoni Imungi,
field education coordinator for the School of
Social Work. Lunch will be provided; RSVP
online at www.gvsu.edu/w_commission.
Following the luncheon, the Women’s Center
will host its annual artists reception and
celebrate the works of students, faculty and
staff members. The reception is from 1-3 p.m.
in the Women’s Center suite and will feature
works by Mary Johnson, Emma Wolverton,
Monica Johnstone, Shannon Maisel, Jessica
Pleyel, Jenn Schaub and Hankondo Sibalwa.

Chair of Eames
Foundation
will give art lecture

“Forgiving at Work and Home for a Happier
& Healthier You” is planned for Tuesday,
September 28, from noon-1 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center, room 1142. The session will
be repeated on October 5, noon-1 p.m., in the
DeVos Center, room 202E. Steve Chappell,
WGVU grant writer, will lead discussion.
He is also the project manager of the Fetzer
Institute Campaign for Love and Forgiveness.
Participants are encouraged to bring their
lunches. For more information, contact Sue
Sloop at x12215 or via e-mail at
sloops@gvsu.edu.

Thousands needed for
GVSU music video
Grand Valley is creating a unique music video
in LipDub format as part of an international
project.
“The Allendale Campus will be the site of the
most ambitious international university LipDub
project on the planet,” said Kim Roberts,
associate professor of communications and
event organizer.
The international LipDub project began
at Hochschule Furtwangen, a university
in Germany, with a challenge to other
schools. The idea is to choose a song that
participants can lip sync and then shoot an
entertaining video of the performance in one
continuous take, without cuts or editing.

The 2010 DeVos Art Lecture, in conjunction
with Grand Valley’s 50th anniversary, will
feature guest speaker Eames Demetrios,
chairman of the Eames Foundation
and director of Eames Office.

Grand Valley’s project, which includes
more than a dozen locations and celebrates
the university’s 50th anniversary, will
feature performers who will lip sync to
the song “Come Sail Away” by Styx.

Honorary Chair Marcia Knapp Haas and
Henry Matthews, director of galleries
and collections, will host the event on
Thursday, September 23, at 5:30 p.m. in
the Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center,

President Thomas J. Haas and Marcia Knaap
Haas will be featured, along with Louie
the Laker, GVSU Marching Band, rowing
team, ballroom dancers and student
organizations. Others are still needed to

reach the goal of thousands of participants,
including students, faculty and staff.
Anyone interested in participating should
register by 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, September
29, outside the Kirkhof Center. The taping
will be the same day, from noon-3 p.m.
Learn more at www.gvsu.edu/lipdub.

Diversity theater sessions are planned to collect
stories from students, faculty and staff members for
November productions.

Diversity theater
sessions scheduled
The campus community is invited to participate
in a unique experience that organizers hope
will help create a more inclusive university.
Jeffrey Steiger, an artist-in-residence at
the University of Michigan, will facilitate
two weeks of informal dialogue sessions
with students, faculty and staff members.
Steiger is a member of the University of
Michigan CRLT Players. The stories and
dialogues he collects will anonymously be
incorporated into an original production
that depicts classroom dynamics, student
experiences and faculty and staff work life.
Christine Rener, director of the Pew
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center,
said the CRLT Players have visited campus
before to work with faculty groups. “They
did such an outstanding job illuminating
aspects of the faculty hiring process,” Rener
said. “Issues and concerns come alive in
a way that spoke to the audience.”
The diversity theater sessions and productions
are sponsored by the Inclusion and Equity
Division, FTLC, LGBT Resource Center, Office
of Multicultural Affairs and Women’s Center.
“Building a More Inclusive Grand Valley”
sessions will run September 30-October
12. The 90-minute sessions are offered for
students, faculty and staff members, or open
sessions that anyone can attend. Register for a
session by visiting www.gvsu.edu/seminar and
select the “Inclusion and Equity” category.
The productions will be held November 2
on the Allendale Campus and November
3 on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
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General Events
Gallery Hours: Multimedia I: Art and Design,
School of Communications Faculty
Celebrate 50th Anniversary. Art Gallery,
PAC. Call x12563 for information.

Mon., Sept. 20
Noon-1 p.m.: Climbing Center hosts Faculty/
Staff Climb. FH. Call x13226 for information.

Tues., Sept. 21
8:30-11:30 a.m.: Human Resources
Excellence Series. “Customer Service in
Higher Ed.” AH. Call x12215 for information.
Noon: Groundbreaking for Mary Idema
Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons. Lawn, KC. Call x12180 for
information.
Noon-1 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts
Divorce Discussion Group. 0042 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness for
information.
1-4 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series. “Customer Service in Higher Ed.”
University Club Room, DEV. Call x12215
for information.

10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: GVSU Farmers Market.
Parking Lot F. Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness for information.

Noon-1:30 p.m.: Women’s Commission
Fall Welcome Reception. 2204 KC. Call
x12748 for more information.

Noon-1 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts Her
Story by Kate Stoetzner. 2263 KC. Call
x12748 for information.

2:30-3:30 p.m.: Latin America Studies
Lecture. “Globalization, the Virgin
of Guadalupe and the Politics of
Representation in Chicana Visual Art,” by
Clara Roman Odio. CDC. Call x18110 for
information.

Noon-1 p.m.: Health and Wellness Employee
Empowerment Roundtable. “Organization,
the Key to Career Success.” 1142 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness for
information.
4-6 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center
Conference. “Hanging Out and Hooking
Up: Cruising, Safer Dating,” by Dave
Watt. 2204 KC. Call x12530 for information.
7 p.m.: Writers Series presents Khaled
Mattawa. 2263 KC. Call x13601 for information.
7-9 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month
Celebration Event. Serenade Under the
Moon. Outdoor courtyard, DEV. Call
x12177 for information.
8-9:30 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Mark
Williams, trombone. Call x13484 for
information.

Thurs., Sept. 23

Wed., Sept. 22

8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Regional Math and Science
Center hosts Genetic Update Conference.
KC. Call x12267 for information.

7:30-11:30 a.m.: Van Andel Global Trade
Center hosts Automotive Suppliers
Symposium. Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call x16811 for information.

9-10:30 a.m.: Health and Wellness Session.
Flexible Work Arrangement Training.
1104 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness for more information.

5:30 p.m.: Writers Series presents Jack Ridl.
2215 KC. Call x13601 for information.
5:30 p.m.: DeVos Art Lecture Series.
“Surrendering to the Journey,” by Eames
Demetrios. Call x12563 for information.

Fri., Sept. 24
6-9 p.m.: Master Class. Christopher Smith,
trumpet. Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for information.

Sports
Fri., Sept. 24
4 p.m.: Soccer hosts Lake Erie College.

Sat.-Sun., Sept. 25-26
All day: Men’s golf tournament. Meadows.

Sun., Sept. 26
Noon: Soccer hosts Ashland University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Paul Lane, professor of marketing, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press about retail
loyalty cards.

Sketches
Dan Balfour, professor of public, nonprofit
and health administration, co-wrote an
article, “Market-Based Government and the
Decline of Organizational Ethics,” published in
Administration and Society.
James Smither, professor of history and director of the GVSU Veterans History Project,
conducted a workshop, “Preserving History
through Oral Interviews,” at the Grand Rapids
Public Museum.
Carolyn Shapiro-Shapin, professor of history, wrote an article, “Pearl Kendrick, Grace

Eldering, and the Pertussis Vaccine,” published
in Emerging Infectious Diseases.
Michael Lombardo and Patrick A. Thorpe,
professors of biology, wrote an article, “Local
Breeding Experience and the Reproductive
Performance of Tree Swallows,” published in
the Journal of Field Ornithology.
Felix Ngassa, associate professor of chemistry, wrote an article, “Facile Cu-free
Sonogashira Cross-Coupling of Nucleoside C-6
Arylsulfonates with Terminal Alkynes,” published in Tetrahedron.
Brian J. Bowe, visiting assistant professor
of journalism, wrote two biographies, The
Ramones: American Punk Rock Band and The
Clash: Punk Rock Band, for Enslow Publishers’
Rebels of Rock series.
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology,
wrote an article, “Do Cultural Competency

Ratings Reflect Characteristics of Providers
or Perceivers? Initial Demonstration of a
Generalizability Theory Approach,” published
in Psychology, Health & Medicine.
Shaily Menon, professor of biology, co-wrote
an article, “Recent Advances in the Climate
Change Biology Literature: Describing
the Whole Elephant,” published in Wiley
Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change.
Nael Barakat and Lihong (Heidi) Jiao, associate professors of engineering, co-wrote an article, “Proposed Strategies for Teaching Ethics
of Nanotechnology,” published in Springer’s
Nanoethics.
David Stark, associate professor of history,
wrote an article, “Making the Most of Their
Time: Seasonality of Slave Marriage in 18thCentury Puerto Rico,” published in Colonial
Latin American Review.

